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ISRAEL 


Water-cell tor 
young resister 


THE Israeli Security Minister has 

appointed a special committee to make 
Movisions in the military law for the 
Semption from service of COs. 

This final recognition of war resisters is 
jenely the result of a determined campaign 
1 the headquarters and Israeli section of 
the WRI. 
pAs well as a correspondence with the 

‘me Minister, a deputation had been re- 
ved by both the Security Committee and 


For War-Resistance and World-Community 


January 


6, 1950 


Peacemakers meet at Gandhi’s home 


EAST-WEST 


“The only way of solving many 
on the individual and reform h 
Government.”—Dr. Rajendra Pra 


6 Die second session of the World 


Tepresentative of the Minister of Justice. 


The Israeli Parliament had earlier 
anted military exemption to women only. 


Slitary confinement was not all 


jimultaneous with this news, there are 
wails of the persecution suffered by an 
“™risoned Israeli CO. 


gfoseph Chabaz, the war resister who has 
Her’ been released from prison with com- 


"@ exemption from military service, was 

Jected to inhuman punishment. 
anor ten days he was kept in a small, 
bor room; for 24 hours of that time he was 
+ fed to stand, barefooted, in a pool of 
mat his hands tied behind his back, and 
Mi no food. 

As a protest against this treatment, 
Joseph declared a two-day hunger strike. 
though the Israeli Section of the WRI 
‘much to aid this war resister, members 
tte section believe that Joseph Chabaz’s 

Plete release was due largely to his own 
og, uncompromising stand. 


—WhI News Service 


MPs to debate | 
Atlantic Treaty 


APTAIN Raymond Blackburn, 


Ps MP, and Mr. K. Zilliacus, MP, 
Ne to debate the motion “ That the | 


the ntic Treaty is inconsistent with 
the United Nations Charter and with 
a, Preservation of world peace” at | 
yf vblic meeting in the Lecture Hall 
y, the Central Hall, Wetsminster, on 
Nday, Jan. 23, at 6.30 p.m. 

antmission will be by ticket (2s. and 1s.) 
\yMable from the National Peace Council, 


Ang, Southampton Row, London, W.C.1., 
Mace Whose auspices tt: debate will take 


WELL DONE 


From STUART MORRIS 
General Secretary to the 


YqeUarters Fund: our warmest thanks. 


| extent distrusted, it had to be admitted that 


could assume the role of a peace-maker in 


at Sevagram on Christmas Day. 


The Governor of the Central Provinces 
and Beran, Sri Mangaldas Pakwasa, ex- 
tended a welcome to the delegates. He was 
followed by Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Presi- 
dent of the Constituent Assembly and also 
of the Committee which called the World 
Pacifist Meeting and Vice-President of the 
War Resisters’ International. 


Gandhi, said Dr. Prasad, had wanted to 
reform the individual so that he might in- 
fluence his Government. His work remained 
incomplete, but they had to complete that 
task and create a society through his con- 


structive programme which would banish 
war, 


He did not know whether that meeting 
would be able to influence Governments 
which always prepared for war. But there 


INDIA’S ROLE AS 
PEACEMAKER 


‘Gandhi the world’s only ray 
of hope’ — MICHAEL SCOTT 


MPHE function of pacifism as compared 

with that of United Nations Organisa- 
tion, the power of Gandhi’s influence and the 
possible role of India in international 
affairs, were among the topics discussed by 
Michael Scott when interviewed on his ar- 
rival in India to take part in the World 
Pacifist Meeting. 


“Phe United Nations Organisation,” 
he said, “is a gathering of States, while 
the Pacifists’ organisation aims at in- 
dividuals and masses.” 

While it was true that UNO has earned 
disfavour with some peonle and was to some 


it was a better and more effective organisa- 
tion than the League of Nations and was 
doing some good work. “ We pacifists, how- 
ever,” he said, “believe in a different 
approach.” 


India’s opportunity 
Asked whether he thought that India 


the world, Michael Seott said— 


“There is a growing need felt in many 
countries tor a strong nation to assume 
that role for which India alone was| 


d " We have exceeded our revised 
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lop 1p our original one of £300. The total 
Mo go iS £580 is. : 
ep, as the PPU’s total income is 
tigi, 9&4, though we shall have a serious 
in, “€ have received over £200 more 
~~ iS, ie in 1948 and just reached the 
ark, 
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Nn of italian colonel 
is objector 
ee 


®f two new Italian COs is Panizza 
lng Forli, son of an Italian Army 


t f I 
Sther is Francesco Buraghi, sen- 


e 
‘ ing ‘© four months imprisonment for re- 
ig aa” attend a medical examination. 
"Meas, anarchist. An earlier WRI News 
Rave his name as Buraglio. 
—WRI News Service 


of , for MORRISON, Campaign Organiser 
Peace Pledge Union will be one | t 
rs at the Communist-sponsored 
Kon Soce Committee’s Rally in Hyde 
Ay Rann day afternoon. 

F of [8s for its theme “ Make 1950 
Rely face,” will commence at 3 p.m. 
“haj de With a torchlight procession. 
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| pacifists would succeed in finding a solu- | 
tion for a global peace. 


Race antagonism due to fear 


African Whites, he said it was mostly due 
to their fear that the natives would one day 
come on to an equal 
Whites. 


though forming only one-tenth of the total 


The native reserves were not sufficient to 
support the native population, with the 
result that they were being forced out of 
these reserves to work 
factories and in the homes of Whites. 


if S.W. Africa were incorpvrated into the 
Union, there could be no appevl 
natives against the application of the 
present land policy to more and more of 


The power of Gandhi 


only to find a theoretical plan for peace, but 
a practical means of brinwiag it about.” 


believe he was the only ray of hope for this 
war-torn world, and that his wag the only 
K at Marble Arch from 2 p.m. | message that could help in bringing about a 
3 world peace.” 


worthy.” 
He added that he was hopeful that the, 


Referring to the racial policy of South 


footing with the 


This fear arose mainly because the 
Whites, in their heart of hearts, really 
believed in equality, and that was why 
they were afraid of it. 


The Whites in S. W. Africa, he said, 


»opulation, owned 50 per cent of the land. 


on farms and in 


The great fear among Africans was that 


by the 


heir kind. 


“My purpose in coming all this way,” 
aid Michael Scott in conclusion, “is not 


“This was Gandhi’s idea, and I sincerely 


| East-West Commission proposed 


| which would fulfill at the same time the 


PACIFIST PLANS FOR 


FRIENDSHIP 


of our problems is to concentrate 
im so that he may influence his 
sad. 


Pacifist Meeting was formally opened 


was no Government which was not sup- 
ported by the people. It was the people who 
always made Governments, and if Govern- 
ments made war people could prevent it. 


India non-violent at heart 


Some delegates, he thought, might feel 
there was some incongruity in having one 
who was an official in a Government which 
maintained an army, a large police force 
and was run much like any other Govern- 
ment, being also prominently connected with 
a pacifist meeting. 


But he would ask those who came from 
foreign countries to take it from him that 
the heart of India was non-violent. 


This was due not only to Gandhi’s teach- 


ing but also to a strong under-current of | 


belief which had resided in the Indian 
people from time immemorial, and made it 
possible for so many Indian people to accept 
Gandhi’s creed of non-violence. 


During their deliberations, therefore, 
delegates should keep in view that ancient 
background of belief, 


Conflict of Ideologies 


| On the second day, the subject for dis- 
cussion—the conflict of ideologies—was in- 
troduced by Dr. Beauson Tseng (China) and 
Heinz Kraschutzki (Germany). 


Dr. Tseng contrasted the ‘“ Mzrtha type” 

of Western culture with the “ Mary type” 
;of the East. The oriental conception of 
government had been that it should inter- 
fere as little as possible with the individual, 
with the result that whenever conflict had 
arisen the highly organised Western states 
had generally been victorious. 


Heinz Kraschutzki regretted the ab- 
sence of delegates from the Soviet bloc, 
In the present tension, neither side 
wanted war, but both were possessed by 
fear and self-righteousness. 


Russians were unimpressed by Wé4stern 
claims to be the champions of hberty, and 
pointed as examples of insincerity to 
Britain’s attitude to Franco or to racial 
discrimination in the Commonwealth which 
had been abolished in Russia. He appealed 
for greater fairness in forming opinions 
about other people. 


There was general opinion that there 
should be an effort to establish every pos- 
sible bridge with Russia. whether per- 
sonally, or through Churches, etc., where 
contacts existed, or official channels. 


Dr. Amiya Chakravarty mentioned the 
reconciling influence of USA Quakers as 
exemplified by their gift of streptomycin 
to Russia through the Soviet Government. 


It was agreed, on a suggestion by Vera 
Brittain, that means of further gestures of 
friendship of that sort should be referred to | 
to sub-committee concerned with East-West | 
tension, and that a permanent commission 
should be set up to act in that matter. 


Attitude to Communism 


Many speakers were concerned with the 
question of the right attitude to Com- 
munists in those countries which claimed to | 
be democratic. 


Dr. Zimmerman (Switzerland) stressed 
the need for working for a social order 


economic justice which Communists pro- 
fessed as their aim, and “the individual | 
liberty which yet had to be realised by the | 
so-called democracies . 


Reginald Reynolds, commenting on a 
susrestion by Agatha Harrison that India 
might mediate as a disinterested state in 
the East-West tension, pointed out that the 
Indian Government, like that of many Wes- 
tern states, adopted an attitude to Com- 
munists which was hardly compatible with 
that of a mediator. 


If pacifists wanted to bridge the ideo- 
logical gulf they must first consider how 
Communists were treated in their own 
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~PEACE NEWS 


THREEPENCE 


| PACIFISTS 
AND THE 
ELECTION 


HE Executive Committee of the 

PPU have suggested the follow- 
ing minimum programme as a basis 
for questions which might be put to 
candidates at the coming election. 


The Committee would welcome suggestions 
from readers as to any amplifications, or 
alterations, of this outline, or any sugges- 
may be put. 


AS A BASIS 


FOR INTERNATIONAL 
POLICY 


The renunciation of all war and opposi- 
tion towards all preparation for war 
involving: 

1. A declaration of neutrality as the 

immediate and permanent policy for 
Great Britain. 


2. The policy of universal disarmament 
—and if necessary of unilateral dis- 
armament of Great Britain. 

. The immediate abolition of conscrip- 
tion. 

4. The establishment of a Ministry of 
Peace responsible to Parliament for 
constructive peace making. 


AS A BASIS OF NATIONAL POLICY 


The recognition of the supreme value 
and dignity of all human persons without 
discrimination of race and colour, involving: 


Abroad: The immediate granting of 
complete freedom to all colonial 
peoples. 


At Home: The extension of full hyman 
liberty within a planned economy. 


QUAKER POSTER 
British Railways 
take no action 


HE Railway Executive has taken 

no action to secure the removal 
of the Friends’ Peace Committee 
posters—displayed on British Rail- 
way’s property at Manchester Central 
Station—on the grounds that the 
posters were controversial. 


The posters, illustrated in last week's 
Peace News, gave information to young 
men of conscription age about registration 
as conscientious objectors. 


News of the Railway Executive’s deci- 
sion came in a letter to the Chairman of 
the Stoke Newington Peace Group, Hugh 
Brock, who had urged the Railway Execu- 
tive to bear in mind the thousands of people 
who “would find posters advertising the 
Royal Tournament, Recruiting for the TA, 
Naval Displays and _ Tattoos highly 
controversial. 


“The banning of a poster which seeks to 
educate young citizens in their rights under 
an Act of Parliament would appear to be a 
dangerous precedent,” he concluded. 


| What BR said 


The Railway Executive has not stated 
whether or not they would ban the posters 
on a railway station, since their letter 
reads: 


“On enquiry it is found that the posters 
...are displayed on a billposting company’s 
hoarding on railway property but facing a 
public street. In the circumstances the 
Railway Executive has taken no action to 
secure the removal of these posters.” 


The need for the posters has been 
amply proved following the publicity 
given to them in the national daily Press. 


Many newspapers reported that the 
posters invited anyone seeking information 
about registration as a conscientious 
objector to write to Friends’ Meeting House, 
Clifford Street, York, or Friends’ House, 
Euston Road, N.W.1. 


As a result a number of letters from 
young men have been received at the 
London address asking how to register 
as a CO 


No_ representations have been made by - 
the Railway Executive to the Society of 
Friends, nor to the bill-posters in Man- 
chester to whom British Railways sub-let 
the site. 


Whether or not British Railways or Lon- 
don Transport would ban similar posters 
if a direct application for display on their 
property were made by the Society of 
Friends will not be ascertained until another 


countries, and in this matter pacifists of | 
USA and India had special responsibilities. 


Friends’ Meeting decides to display the bill 
at a railway station. 


tions regarding the best use to which it ° 
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HISTORIAN’S 
LAPSE 


ie the Sunday Times this week, 
Mr. Arthur Bryant, the eminent 
historian, in an article headed, “ The 
Age of Revolution,” reviews the 
social and political changes of the 
past 50 years. 


Having asserted that pre-war govern- 
ments had found no remedy for our 
economic problems, he makes this enigmatic 
observation: 


“The frustration of the dole queue was 
matched by the folly of the Peace Pledge 
Union. The foreign policy of Baldwin's 
Britain was the foreign policy of the 
ostrich ... while the totalitarian Powers 
... were marching to world dominion, the 
British Empire remained grouped round 
the parish pump, watching cricket .. .” 


This apparent identification of the PPU 
with the British Governments’ foreign 
policy is at first sight bewildering. 


But on reflection we think we recognise 
a familiar argument. We meet it in 
another form when we hear Chamberlain's 
“appeasement” and military unprepared- 
ness described as “ pacifism.” 


* 


Now Britain’s pre-war foreign policy has 
been condemned because it was not realistic. 
It did not face the facts; it did not realise 
the evil intentions of other Powers nor the 
danger to our own security, etc. 


And to many people a pacifist is nothing 
but a person who doesn’t know the wicked- 
ness of the world and therefore doesn’t 
realise that if this country were not pro- 
perly armed it might be invaded. 


But an historian ought to know better. 
It is his profession to know what are the 
ruling ideas and controversies which in- 
fluence men’s minds and behaviour in each 
generation and record them objectively 
whether he agrees with them or not. And 
here is one who apparently doesn’t know 
the meaning of pacifism, which has num- 
bered thousands of adherents in this 
country every generation for 300 years. 


* 


It is legitimate to argue that pacifism is 
“folly.” All creeds which advocate the 
risk of destruction for the sake of the 
ultimate triumph of some moral principle 
must be so described by those who do not 
endorse the principle. (Though incidentally 
we should like to hear the folly of pacifism 
compared with the farseeing wisdom of 
atomic preparations.) 


But that is very different from misinter- 
preting the creed itself. And by associating 
the PPU with the British Government’s 
military unpreparedness Mr. Bryant clearly 
implies that pacifism is nothing but a 
failure to perceive the aggressive inten- 
tions of the enemy. 


* 


For his own enlightenment, therefore, let 
us take the opportunity of informing him 
that— 


The Peace Pledge Union is not a Depart- 
ment of the British Foreign Office; 


At no time did Mr. Baldwin, nor Mr. 
Chamberlain, nor any member of the 1939 
Cabinet sign a pledge renouncing all war 
and refusing to sanction another; 


A pacifist is a person who believes that 
all war is wrong, for whatever purpose it 
1s fought, and will refuse to take part in 
one whatever the results of his abstention. 


We hope this information will assist in 
clarifying the mind of this distinguished 
historian, lest at any time he should con- 
sider dilating further upon the prevailing 
ideologies of his own age. 


In his own interests he should grasp the 
.fact that pacifists do not advocate non- 
violent resistance or disarmament only on 
condition that their country is not in 
danger, 


For if he does not know that, he migh: 
extend the same misinterpretation to other 
and somewhat similar creeds, and tell us, 
in some future volume, that the Early 
Christians only went into the arena because 
they didn’t know lions could bite. 


Pacifists and the Coming Election” 


A Commentary by ROY SHERWOOD 


S matters stand at the moment, 

an early rather than a late date 
seems probable for the General 
Election. 


No one, of course, really knows except 
Mr. Attlee. But those who specialise in 
political prophecy point to the Prime 
Minister’s earlier return than originally 
intended from Chequers; to Mr. Bevin’s 
eancellation of his proposed visits to India 
and Pakistan at the end of the Colombo 
Commonwealth Conference; and to a num- 
be of other rearrangements of Ministerial 
plans, all having the effect of making the 
full Labour team available at home by 
mid-February or thereabouts. 


Votes and the Budget 


A PART from this, it seems a reasonable 
. guess that the Government might like 
to get the election over before the next 
budget falls due. 


About that, it is true, there are two ways 
of thinking. Knowing how awkward an 
event for governmental popularity the 
annual Finance Bill has become in recent 
years, some people point out that, in an 
election year, the ruling Chancellor of the 
Exchequer can do a lot to popularise his 
party by producing a purely electioneering 
budget; and suggestions that Sir Stafford 
Cripps is now studying what he can do 
in that direction have recently been heard 
in more than one quarter. If they offend 
Sir Stafford personally, he must remember 
that his dexterous performance over sterl- 
ing devaluation has left a little stain of 
worldliness on his reputation as a 20th 
century Knight of the Holy Grail. But 
there are others who, remembering that 
short of selling out Montsalvat he could 
not have done anything but what he did 
on that occasion, assert stoutly that this 
particular Chancellor is as likely to pro- 
duce a purely electioneering budget as he 
is to appear at Bow Street for an offence 
against temperance. 

Whatever may be right and wrong in the 
two opposing schoals of thought would 
however find common ground in a decision 
to hold the election before Budget Day. 
The Conservatives would be deprived of 
the advantage of pointing to yet another 


HE World Pacifist Meeting is 
unique in several ways. It is 
composed of individuals who have 
been chosen according to conditions 
and standards that have never 
obtained before. 
Secondly, it has been called on the as- 
sumption that pacifism is much more than 
war resistence, but is the outcome and ex- 
pression of a way of life which embraces 
the whole sogial order, including its poli- 
tical, economic and educational systems, 
its social relationships its culture and the 
values which are upheld by churches and 
other cultural institutions. 


The calling of the meeting was clearly 
connected with the implications of Gandhi’s 
concept of non-violence and the belief that 
the conditions of world peace are to be 
found in these implications. 


One of the purposes of the Meeting, 
therefore, was to study more closely the 
causes of war, especially in respect to the 
nature of the social order in the various 
countries, in order to discover if, and to 
what extent, it generated violent tendencies, 
and thereafter to study the nature of the 
social order which Gandhi’s basic supposi- 
tions demand, 


Accordingly it is essential that, in addi- 
tion to discussion, the Meeting should study 
some of the experiments in the Gandhian 
ethics and economics, or way of life, which 
are under way in India. 


Santiniketan, where the first session was 
held, is world famous as the home of 
Rabindranath Tagore, and this provides an 
occasion for remarking that seldom in 
history has so great a gift of genius, wis- 
dom, spiritual insight and power been made 
by any nation in one age, as India has be- 
queathed to the world in the persons of 
Rabindranath Tagore and Mahatma Gandhi 
in our age. 


One of the contributions which Tagore 
made to the cultural and spiritual enrich- 
ment of our age was the foundation of an 
Ashram, or Centre of Learning—a new 
kind of College, one might say—which 
should be international and universal in its 
outlook, should study all cultures and re- 
ligions and try to express and interpret life 
in terms which would emphasise the oneness 
of all being, of the universal life of man in 
all its manifestations, and so discover unity 
and harmony in a world of apparently 
bewildering diversity. 


The Santiniketan Ashram is therefore 
evolving a unique pattern of culture. Not 
only does it proclaim one God and one 
Humanity, but tries to discover what there 
be of God in every civilisation, and to bring 
it into the pcol of knowledge it is creating, 


unpleasant budget—if there are to be no 
worth-while alleviations. If, on the other 
hand, the taxpayer’s lot is to be lightened 
a little, any prospect in that direction could 
be foreshadowed in general terms and may 
well look better in these than in the hard 
figures of reality. All in all, therefore, it 
seems reasonable to be prepared for the 
election coming off by March. 


Where does the pacifist fit? 


TT is an old story—and an unfortunate 
* fact—that the pacifist does not fit fully 
into any existing political party. His views 
would stand a slightly better chance under 
proportional representation than under our 
electoral system. As far as the direct 
political expression of pacifism is concerned 
everything remains to be done; and is not 
likely to be done quickly, because idealist 
pacifists dislike the slightest contact with 
political manoeuvring, and even those who 
want to be robustly practical are not all in 
agreement on issues other than the direct 
one of the indefensibility of war. 


At the same time, every pacifist knows 
that the only real objection raised against 
his belief by the vast majority of those 
who decline to follow him is that ‘ pacifism 
is not practical” and “ would not work.” 
As a short answer the pacifist can of course 
point out that only a lunatic can call war 
practical, and only other lunatics can claim 
that atomic warfare will “work” in any 
worth-while sense. 


Pacifism needs political expression 


HERE, however, taking stock at the 
beginning of an election year, we are 
not concerned mainly with questions which 
only scratch the surface of war resistance. 


In short-term values the pacifist may 
seem less effectual than the member of any 
political party that makes war resistance 
one of the points of its programme. In 
actual fact he is more effective and more 
practival. The reason is that, whereas 
politically expressed mere war resistance 
—-which sometimes is even a_ political 
manoeuvre—arouses corresponding streams 
of opposition, true pacifism has at least 
discovered the only sound starting point 
for the avoidance and final abolition of war 


SANTINIKETAN 


By Wilfred Wellock 


One of the British invitees to the World 
Pacifist Meeting now drawing to a close 
in India 


and into the unity of spirit which is its 
goal, 

At Santiniketan most of us discovered 
for the first time that towards this goal 
Tagore had been steering the barque of 
hig genius for a long time. We were as- 
tonished to learn that he had written 
thousands of songs and set them to music, 
that he had written a large number of 
poem dramas which were intended to be 
interpreted by dancing, and that at his 
Ashram the art of such dancing occupied 
an important place. We also learned that 
he had sketched or painted hundreds of 
pictures. 


* 


Our conference held its sessions in 
Tagore’s house, now occupied by his son, 
but we were accommodated in tents on lands 
belonging to the Ashram. At 5 a.m. and 
again at bed-time about a score of students, 
girls and boys, walked around our camp 
singing Tagore’s songs to the accompani- 
ment of Indian drums and instruments. 
Once a week we attended a service in thatl 
Ashram Temple, where again Tagore’s 
songs were sung, passages from his writ- 
ings recited and a short sermon on his 
philosphy delivered. 


One evening we were invited to watch 
a dance drama of the Poet’s. The dancing. 
was superb. One outstanding feature was 
the “singing ” of a song with the arms and 
fingers by a college girl. Such finger 
action I had never seen before. It would 
have sent a Covent Garden audience into 
ecstasies. This was a form of education 
which opens immense possibilities. Its 
effect on the grace and deportment of the 
girls was obvious, 


The expositions of Gandhi's teaching 
were given by men who had worked with 
Gandhi for many years, and had seen how 
he handled the many problems which came 
before him, and men and women in all 
ranks of life. 

Kaka Kalelkar described how Gandhi’s 
life and work Jed through self reliance, self- 
control and self-discipline to a life which 
had the natural peace, also it was so human 
that friendliness was of its essence. Self re- 
traint and a reverence for the human 
person were among the basie conditions of 
Self containment was achieved by 


peace. 
creative labour, or working out means to 
ends. Renunciation was a matter of 


spiritual growth through the pursuit of 
right social ends. 


—the eradication of aggressiveness in the » 
individual, 
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War and the individual * Peace N 
LET me stress these words: the pacifist RECIMENTATIO 
has discovered the starting point. fited by PPU 


would be sheer arrogance in him i 

claimed to have done much more than that 
But it is something to deal with a situatiol 
realistically and from the ground upwal 

War begins in the individual, , 
animosity between individuals and sectio® 
of the community, in economic rivalry anf 
national insecurities. It cannot be averté? 
by any mode of thought or action that 
leaves the psychology of the individual out 
of consideration. Nor by thinking. alé 
existing party lines. 

Logie therefore demands that pacifist 
must sooner or later create a political | 
pression of its own. 

In the meantime there remains the years 
general election, raising the question ¥ 
the pacifist should do. I am neither com 
petent nor authorised to attempt an ans 
in anything but the most general terms: 

I can only point to certain things inherele 
in the pacifist faith. He should, first 
all, look upon it as a duty to learn mom 
than one side of the day’s nationa 
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any danger that the election of any P 
cular candidate would strengthen the 
suit of policies likely to lead to war. 


Internal policy and external action 


AND he should also, I think, in the mant 
4% discussions in which he will be % 
volved during the electioneering period, 1 
what he can to show to others how intern) 
policy affects a country’s internat 
action and how unthinking it is, in a sen 
racy, to speak of the government as the 
instead of “we.” If he does that then phe 
the non-voting pacifist will be doing ae 
thing to advance pacifism by a step oF ial 
beyond its starting point of fundamem 
realisations. ea I 
By common consent, the year 19009 
likely to prove a decisive one in the forn 
tion of policies. For the pacifist, 4 
should mean a wider opportunity * 
usual of infiuencing people’s opinions. 


Mr. Kripalani gave us a lively 
the vitally .evolutionary character, 
Gandhi. He confessed that when he jol 
Gandhi he was not a pacifist, but t 
did so because Gandhi was a revolull 
he got things done. a 

Kripalani insisted that to Gandhi iy 
was not the greatest evil, but rather * 
and that Gandhi was more intent Oran 
moving fear than on removing wat. 
chiefly fear that made men warlike: 
emphasised that Gandhi was not 4 
and mild person who counselle 
quietly in the belief that God wou 
things right. He did not want peoP 
go on bearing their burdens, but [0 
determined action to remove them. ind 

Accordingly Gandhi was always. chariot 
his tactics. He had no hesitation © I 
doing this. 
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GLOOM THEN — HOPE 


rINEN years ago pacifist writers ! 
r News were grimly and. oe 
forecasting the outcome of tne 

World War if a negotiated peace 
immediately secured. 


Today. Peace News carries 
hope from all parts of the apd, 
women who are saying “No ! jogat 
are learning how to put that 5 
practical effect in daily life. int 

Throughout Europe men are e8 
non-violence and refusing military. 
many of them are at work on vans 
tion projects: Frenchmen, Bele gis 
mans; Italians, Swedes an 
working side by side rebuildin 
troyed in warfare. 


: n 
The World Pacifist Meeting. ites? 
promises a rich harvest. when ries ‘ 
return to their respective ie peati# 
Pacifists have the hard tas 1d 3m 
out a path which will lead the “oa te 
from war; to record and ence asks ber 
in their efforts is one of the - spf 
Peace News in 1950, another ternative 
the news that there 1s an a 


Ne 
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da swelling Forwar D 
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. £10 
Contributions since Dec. 16: £1 
Total for 1949: £607 qs. 
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Peace News Ltd., and address 
Accountant, Peace News, 
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REGIMENTATION, not conscription, was 
_, tited by PPU Campaign Organiser, 
bi) Morrison, as the real danger to world 
Peace, when she spoke recently to mem- 
rs of the London Anarchist Group. 


4 Conscription, itself,” she observed, “has 
thing to do with winning wars.  Regi- 
Mentation, and the political power that is 
‘hind it, is the real weapon of force. 


o It is only when you strip the uniform 
of people,” she declared, “ that they are 
tognisable as human beings.” 


Regimentation of clothing often meant 


: fimentation of ideas. That was why she 
ids that. pacifis™ 5 hag alw. : ho dressed 
te a poliiem ex With ays hoped that women, w 


tha more individuality than men, might 
a Ke a stand against the accepted inevit- 
bility of war. 


« 
How can they become good 
Citizens? ” 


op but what“hope, she asked, could there be 

young men who were regimented into an 
weNisation which taught them to kill? 
SW can they ever become good citizens?” 
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wh an alternative to registration as a CO, 
Which was “a moral recognition of the 
“overnment’s power.” 


‘Iss Morrison said the only alternative 
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re year 1990 Prison; or, as anarchists themselves 
me in the forme Ymed it, “going on the run.” She 
ie pacifist, h red prison 


pportunity 


Ut many of the audience preferred 
e’s opinions. 


on the run.” One even went so far 
Suggest they should now start making 
tenements for the safe accommodation 

ch people in the event of a future war. 
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Newcastle and Woolw 


BE LOYAL TO 
INTERNATIONAL 
SOCIALISM 


ABOUR’S dangerous policy of 
massive armaments and con- 


scription was condemned by all three 
speakers at a public meeting in sup- 
port of Fred Barton, Independent 
Labour Party and anti-war candidate 
for Newcastle Central before Christ- 
mas. 


The candidate is an active member of the 
Newcastle Peace Pledge Union Group. 


Following Fred Barton’s introductory 
remarks from the Chair, Stuart Morris, 
General Secretary of the PPU, spoke in 
support of the campaign. 


Many people, he said, were perturbed by the 
Labour Government’s shortcomings in its 
foreign policy, Churchill, Eden were in solid 
agreement with Bevin’s foreign policy, and 
at all costs foreign policy must not be 
allowed to become something agreed unani- 
mously by the parties and put above the 
level of political discussion. 


Concerning the clash of loyalties felt by 
some Labour Party members, Stuart Morris 
said that when the choice was between 
loyalty to the Labour Party organisation 
which had betrayed the spirit of the Labour 
Party, and loyalty to that spirit itself, then 
the greatest loyalty was to the spirit of 
international socialism. 


If you kill... 


“Tf you kill for anything, you kill the 
thing in which you believe. That is the way 
of war and violence. By being prepared to 
kill for an ideal, you have no guarantee that 
you will see your ideal live.” If this elec- 
toral campaign could be tackled in a mis- 
sionary spirit, so far from it being a lost 
cause, it would prove itself a cause in which 
time was on the right side. 


David Gibson, National Chairman of the 
Independent Labour Party, spoke next. He 
repeated Keir Hardie’s warning that 
security from war could not be obtained by 
maintenance of mighty armed power. 


Britain had always Jead in scientific in- 
vention of war-weapons. We had won many 
battles, gaining not security, but sorrow and 
more wars. Our security lay in the recogni- 
tion that arms led to war. The atomic bomb 
was the absolute antithesis of peace and 
security, and meant death to the working 
class, no matter who made the bomb. 


The price of loyalty to the Labour move- 
ment was acceptance of military conscrip- 
tion— the badge of the slave,’ as Keir 
Hardie had pointed out. 


_A collection of over £5 was taken. Ques- 
tions and discussion held meeting’s interest 
until the late hour of 10.40 p.m. 


New PPU “Steps to Peace” Groups 
to study — 


CRIME AND PUNISHMENT 
LAW, COMMERCE 


PPHREE new “Steps to Peace” groups, 

one on Law, one on Commerce, and 
one on Crime and Punishment, are to be 
formed, as the result of a recent meeting 
between leaders of existing commissions 
and the Development Committee of the 
Peace Pledge Union. 


The first step towards the formation of 
these groups will be a simultaneous article 
in Peace News and the Journal, raising 
the issues involved, and inviting the atten- 
tion of PPU members. 


These groups, it was emphasised, were 
only three among a number it was proposed 
to eventually form. 


The meeting recognised the necessity of 
each existing commission developing along 
its_own particular lines; but stressed it 
was essential to realise that each was an 
Integral] part of the PPU. 


Weekend conference planned 


Among suggestions forwarded to the 
Executive were: a “Steps to Peace” report 
and discussion at the Peace Pledge Union’s 
AGM on April 30; and a weekend confe- 
rence in May. 


Climax of the year would be a full con- 
ference at Friends House in November; 
and, perhaps, a provincial conference. 


A full report of the meeting, with details 
of group meetings, appears in the January 
issue of the PPU Journal. 


Krishnamurti 


A LTHOUGH to many of them the name 
+*% of Krishnamurti would not be un- 
familar, most pacifists probably know 
little of him or of his teaching, but in the 
United States of America and in India he 
has a considerable reputation. Last year 
he was in London and held a number of 
meetings for those interested in discussing 
with him his philosophy. 
consideration was devoted to the nature of 
peace and the means by which violence may 
be removed from self and society. : 

A booklet containing three talks on this 
theme which he broadcast from All-India 
Radio is obtainable from Krishnamurti 
Writings Inc., 29, Park Lane, Wembley, 
Middlesex. 
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ich Anti-war Candidates 


Canvassing 
arms-workers 


By FRANK HANCOCK 


Socialist anti-war candidate for East 
Woolwich who will oppose Ernest 
Bevin at the General Election. 


INCE my Adoption Meeting, I 

have made regular weekly visits 
to my consituency, canvassing from 
door-to-door. 


I chose first the mean streets abutting on 
to the Arsenal and from the outset I was 
surprised at the friendly reception I got. 
Not once have I been met with “ But 
armament-making is my livelihood.” 


I am an East-Londoner by birth and up- 
bringing, and I know these people and their 
lives. They talk to me too, and there is 
understanding and sympathy. It is the 
happiest canvassing that I have ever done. 
It seems so promising too, although I know 
how deceptive canvassing is. 


But there are over 20,000 houses in East 
Woolwich. One or two PPU members have 
come along and helped, but when one some- 
times does only six to ten houses an hour, 
20,000 houses will take years for me to call 
at. 


Future plans 


My plans are that at the beginning of 
February I shall go to East Woolwich and 
live there until Polling Day. Is it presump- 
tuous to expect that scores of South and 
East London PPU members will swarm, into 
Woolwich evenings and Saturday afternoons 
during February and March, and make it a 
Eoin of h@nour that every house shall have 
a call? 


It is such an excellent opportunity for 
our propaganda. It’s like the old Peace 
Ballot. It gives us the right to call on 
every family, offering them a very definite 
and hopeful way of saying “ No more War.” 


More and more I regret that the Peace 
Movements are not fighting this election; 
that it is just one individual challenge. I 
know, however, that the PPU will back me 
Bp when I ask them to early in the New 

ear. 


Offers of help should be sent to me at 
Hillside, Rodmill, Lewes, Sussex. ' 


RUNHAM BROWN 


NIJ ESSAGES from war resisters in all 
“parts of the world are being. received 
at the headquarters of the War Resisters’ 
International following the death of Run- 
ham Brown, co-founder and chairman of the 
WRI. A selection will be published in a 
forthcoming issue of Peace News. 
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CRACKPOTS?- 


fT may or may not be significant that 

while physicists see no defence 
against the atomic bomb, and no place 
to hide from its blasts, and while one 
of the best of modern psychiatrists and 
head of the UN Health Organisation 
recognises few if any modern leaderg 
capable of making peace, Greece is 
shooting conscientious objectors to war, 
the United States is imprisoning non- 
registering resisters of conscription, 
and France has jailed Garry Davis, in- 
ternationalist and world-government 
advocate, for his sit-down picketing of a 
French prison where a French con- 
scientious objector—unrecognised by 
French law—has spent the past nine 
months. 


Perhaps, in some wider perspective 
than ours, Garry Davis and the COs 


are crackpots, too, along with fearful 
and deluded militarists. But perhaps, 
again, without the dignity of office and 
the prestige of state, they only look 
like crackpots; and maybe they look 
that way only because we live in a 
world too proud to look backward and 
too frightened to look forward—a 
world, in short, that wants to freeze the 
dubious “ security ” of the present into 
an eternity of nervous inaction. 


It seems no wonder that people who 
want to do something more than mourn 
the hopelessness of the present outlook 
should look like crackpots to those who 
still expect the world to “ muddle 
through ” without any essential change 
in ways of doing things. Even so, re- 
jecting the ways of the world is hardly 
enough. We don’t quite know how to 
put it, but we think the real answer 
will involve a rejection of the fear- 
breeding illusions of the modern world 
—a rejection as firm and uncompro- 
mising as the rejection of the fear of 
eternal damnation by the free-thinkers 
of one and two centuries ago- We 
have, in other words, to find some stand 
of independent philosophy which is as 
immune to the threats of atom bombs 
and bacterial poisons as to the vindic- 
tive decrees of a jealous Jehovah. This 
Means a conception of man as essen- 
tially a moral being—invulnerable to 
earthly or celestial criminals, the 
victim only of himself, of his own ig- 
norance, his own fears and falterings. 
This is a formula for human greatness, 
of course, and urges both a spiritual 
origin and a spiritual destiny for man- 
kind. 


The point is: Can we accept less and 
be satisfied with our destiny—or affirm 
less and gain the capacity even to 


survive? . 
Manas (USA), Nov. 2, 1949. 


PACIFIST PLAY IS 
SUCCESS IN MUNICH 


Peace News Correspondent 


AN attempt by the German playwright 
“Ernst Langer to use the stage as a 
medium for pacifist expression has met with 
considerable success in Munich, where his 
new play, “General Torell,” is being 
performed. 


The play tells of the indifference with 
which soldiers, in an hour of victory, greet 


their General’s plea for a free and peaceful 
world. 


“ But if,” the Genera] is made to declare, 
“I had given these soldiers the world as a 
kind of booty, they would have cheered me 
for hours.” And he adds: “the only way 
to peace is to disarm.” 


ITALY: Signor Umberto Calosso, lone 
fighter for CO rights has found a sup- 
porter in Christian Democrat Deputy Signor 
Giordani. Deputy Calosso is a Social De- 
mocrat. Together the Deputies brought a 
short Bill before the Italian Chamber which 
allows for objection to military service and 
makes a military tribunal responsible for 
charging each case. Pietro Pinna, gaoled 
Italian CO may benefit if the proposed law 
goes on the Statute Book, reports the 
Manchester Guardian. 


INDIA: In view of the clashes that oc- 
curred between Moslems and Hindus at the 
time of the partition, it is worthy of note 
that during the last year, Moslems have 
been entering India from Pakistan, for 
permanent settlement, at the rate of more 
than 550 every month.—W.P. 


ARGENTINE: A group of the War 
Resisters’ International at Olivos recently 
sent a letter to Abbe Pierre, a member of 
the French Chamber of Deputies who is 
pressing for the recognition of conscientious 
objection to military service in France, as- 
suring him of their support. 


POLAND: A great drive is on to eradi- 
cate illiteracy throughout the country, 
through 15,000 courses attended by 225,000 
persons at a time. It is hoped that the 
campaign may be finished by the end of 
1950.—W.P. 

GERMANY: A Bavarian engineer is 
engaged on the construction of subterranean 
atom-bomb shelters. The shelters—one is 
intended for eight people, another for 20 
~—consist largely of concrete pipes. 


WORLD NEWS 


IN BRIEF 
Swiss War Resister 
sentenced 


WY ALTER LEU, a member of the Swiss 
branch of the International Volun- 
tary Service for Peace, was recently con- 
demned by a military tribunal to two 
months’ imprisonment and one year’s loss of 
civil rights for having refused a military 
repetition course of three weeks’ duration. 


Walter Leu is associated with the 
Friends’ organisation in Switzerland, but 
the miNtary tribunal did not know the reili- 
gious and historical background of the 
Quakers, and did not appreciate his convic- 
tion. The Court’s President accused Walter 
Leu-of being» a “doctrinaire fanatic” not 
mature enough to realise the consequences 
of his action against his country. Although 
the whole court was very much against Leu, 
he was given a fair trial. 


—WRI News Service 


GERMANY: Using wood that was 
already ancient when it-was built into the 
Frauenkirche Cathedral of Mittenwald, 
Bavaria, in the 15th century, violin makers 
are turning out instruments which certain 
experts believe will rival those created by 
Stradivarius and other masters. The 
Cathedral was seriously damaged in the 
war.—W.P, 


NORWAY: Via the broadcasting system, 
Norwegian educators are bringing top 
English instruction to the schools of the 
most remote rural regions. More than’4,000 
radio pupils have paid the fee of about 15s. 
for the winter English series. The students 
write papers which are corrected, and 
teachers say the results are “revolutionary.” 

P. 


BRAZIL: The Brazilian government has 
renounced all claims on Italy for war re- 
parations, and Italian funds have been un- 
frozen. In turn, Italy has agreed to help 
set up an Immigration Company to stimu- 
late settlement of Italians in Brazil. 
Brazilian troops, it will be remembered, 
served on Italian fronts during the war. 


“FRANCE: The United Nations Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 
has checked up and found that last summer 
there were at least 120 voluntary work 
camps of youth, functioning for public 
service in 17 countries —W.P, 
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HE powers of endurance of the 

audience—if not his own—pre- 
sumably limit Mr. Zilliacus on the 
platform. But on paper nothing in- 
hibits him, not even the Penguin’s 
conventions as to length nor its 
paper covers. 


In this monumental pamphlet, encyclo- 
peadic knowledge and passionate conviction 
pour through a quarter of a million words 
to set down the record of forty years of 
international history. Nothing is omitted 
—not even the author’s qualifications, which 
are considerable, for telling the tale. 


iv. The past, says Konni Zilliacus, illumines 
the present and must, if we are to avoid 
the cosmic arson of the third world war, 
guide the future. So fifty pages at the 
start vividly recall the whole story of mis- 
Management and missed opportunity be- 
tween the Wars—the tragic intervention in 
Russia, the continuance of the blockade of 
the defeated enemy, the failure to keep him 
disarmed, the improvident scrapping of 
economic controls which might have laid 
the foundation of an international economic 
order, the failure or unreadiness to under- 
stand the true significance and fundamental 
hopefulness of the Russian revolution and 
by the same token, the futile attempt to 
restore the status quo ante bellum leading 
to the economic collapse of the thirties, the 
pursuit of order by violence which was 
Fascism and the inexorable drift towards 
a second werid war. 


His earfier warnings 


That this is not wisdom after the event 
anyone can testify who, in the twilight of 
the inter-war “peace,” read the printed 
warnings of “ Vigilantes”’ or was at the 
| receiving end, as I was, of the anonymous 
memoranda which flowed tirelessly from a 
certain desk in the Secretariat of the 
League of Nations. 


The second phase of the story is unfolded 
to show that little was, in fact, learnt 
from the past,/and that the second peace, 
unless we see the error of our ways, must 
come to the same distressing and disastrous 
conclusion as the first. 


The signal defeat of Fascism released 
new hopes and possibilities but entrenched 
forces and effete purposes quickly re- 
established themselves and set defence 
ugainst Communism above the consolida- 
tion of the common interests of men every- 
where in social progress and assured peace. 
Hence the support by the West of right- 
wing elements in France, Italy, Greece and 
elsewhere, “ the cold-blooded treachery ” of 
the withholding from the Russians of the 
*, new atomic weapon, the failure of Britain’s 
first majority Labour Government to aban- 
don conventional foreign policies and blaze 
new trails in world affairs, the consequent 
strengthening of Russian isolationism and 
the weakening of the Roosevelt tradition in 
American foreign policy which had it sur- 
vived longer, might have made possible an 
initial and enduring agreement betwéen the 
great powers. 


USSR and Marshall Plan 


The analysis is tendentious, of course, in 
some respects. Inadequate allowance is 
made for the rigidities in Russia’s post-war 
attitude, her refusal to fulfil the Potsdam 
economic agreements on Germany, her 
exaggerated use of the veto in the United 
Nations and her unwillingness to co-operate 
in the Marshall Plan, which Mr. Zilliacus 
himself describes ds one of “the historic 

mistakes of Soviet foreign policy.” Nor is 
it sufficiently recognised that many who re- 
ject Communism are concerned not to de- 
fend outmoded social and economic systems 
but to preserve certain spiritual values 
which, if imperfectly honoured in the West, 
are categorically denied in the East. They 
"want with Mr. Zilliacus to choose “ peace” 
but they want also to choose the “freedom” 


empty and vain. 
Yet few readers of Peace News will 


of the moral foundations. 


JTRENOUNCE WARANDIWILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


This pledge, signed by each member, Is 


the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Se, WCI 


of the human spirit without which peace is 


seriously question the major argument of 
this book or differ from its formulation of 
the intellectual foundations of peace—there 
‘is no adequate discussion, it must be said, 


Salvation we shall agree “can only come 
from the common people,” though it is 
sometimes difficult to discover in Communist 
and non-Communist countries alike what 


Book Reviews 


CAN THE PEACE BE SAVED? 


GERALD BAILEY, M.A., former Director of the National Peace 
Council reviews “ I Choose Peace,” by K. Zilliacus, MP, (Penguin, 
2s. 6d.). 


their authentic voice is. We shall agree 
that they would do well “to demand a 
minimum standard of death and refuse to 
fight till they get it’”—the minimum stan- 
dard being a foreign policy that gives a 
reasonable chance of preserving peace. We 
shall applaud the recognition of the right 
to political conscientious objection while 
feeling that this hardly goes far or deep 
enough in the understanding of the native 
of a true pacifism. 


We shall above all agree that the evils 
and dangers of Communism—in so far as 
they are recognised in this book—can 
threaten us only if we fail to make a 
success of our own democracy and that this 
rather than the way of power politics and 
the arms race is the right road for a 
Britain intent on peace. 


In a penultimate chapter of forty-five 
pages, Zilliacus submits a programme 
over-modestly described as “ first ‘steps to 
peace.” ; 


Pax Zilliaca 


Britain, it is suggested, should renounce all 
obligations inconsistent with the UN 
’ Charter, demand a minimum of common 
socia] purpose as a condition of eontinuing 
membership of Western Union, offer to put 
its non-mandated colonial territories under 
Trusteeship and to share in the inter- 


Visva-Bharati 


Portrait of a 


Quarterly 


Declines, 


O Bharata! 


nationalisation and demilitarising of strate- 
gic points and waterways, initiate new 
efforts to establish “a united, peaceful 
democratic German Republic through Foyr- 
Power co-operation” and a plan to de- 
militarise tne Middle East and place its oil 
resources under international control. She 
should recognise the new regime in China 
and press for international mediation to 
bring to an end conflicts in Far Eastern 
areas and for an international reconstruc- 
tion programme to raise their living stan- 
dards, propose improvements in the pro- 
cedure of the Security Council, the framing 
of a general treaty for the pacific settle- 
ment of all disputes and a fresh disarma- 
ment plan involving all weapons, and last 
but not least, encourage a developing trans- 
formation of the UN into world government 
beginning with the conversion of the 
General Assembly into an inter- 
Parliamentary body. 


Nothing it will be seen, is omitted here 
either, but who will doubt that the pro- 
gramme signposts the indispensable poli- 
tical way to a world at unity and at peace? 
Or question the accompanying claim that 
no country better than Britain can offer 


the necessary leadership? Or question 
Zilliacus’ conviction, maintained despite 


expulsion from the Labour Party, that the 


prospect of such leadership will be dim | 


indeed if the Right wins in 1950? 


Dr. A. K. Jameson reviews the Gandhi Memorial number of The 
published 


from Santiniketan, India. 


spiritual genius 


When righteousness 
gat 
when wickedness 


Is strong. I rise, from age to age, and take 


Visible shape, and 


move a man with men, 


Succouring the good, thrusting the evil back, 


And setting Virtue 


So says the Lord Krishna in the 

Bhagavad-Gita, and this book is mainly 
concerned with one who, by millions of 
Hindus, was reverenced as one of these 
periodic incarnations of the god Vishnu, a 
second Krishna. And indeed even to us, 
who do not believe in avatars, Gandhi was 
one of that line of saints, God-filled men, 
who, both in India and in Europe, have 
appeared from time to time to rescue their 
world when it was losing its hold on spiri- 
tual truth. 

To the western world it must be empha- 
sised that Gandhi was above all else a reli- 
gious teacher, and it is a measure of the 
shallowness of the west’s thinking that he 
was for so long regarded as primarily a 
politician. As he himself said: 

“Most religious people are politicians 
in disguise, while I am a religious man in 
in the guise of a politician.” P 
His God was Truth, who manifested Him- 

self through non-violence, that ahimsa 
which is not the negative absence of hate 
but the positive love, not only of mankind 
but of every living thing, that reverence 
for life which Schweitzer also proclaims, the 
realisation of man’s oneness with all 
creation. 


Above all creeds 


This religion, then, transcends all creeds 
and is valid for all humanity because, 
while recognising the validity of all religions 
as pathways to Truth, it is itself at a deeper 
level than that at which cultural, social and 
technological variations. have vital impor- 
tance. At the same time it is all-embracing 
and refuses to see any distinction between 
the religious .and the secular spheres. To 
quote Gandhi again: “I do not know any 
religion apart from human activity,” which 
of course includes politica] activity. But 
if there is to be no distinction between the 
two spheres, then there can be no double 
standard of morality, private and public, 
and whatever activity, political, economic, 
or other, is contrary to Truth and non 
violence must be abandoned. This again 
implies the direct responsibility of the indi- 
vidual to see that his every act conforms 
to these principles and leads to no injustice 
to man or beast, whether in the home or in 
public.- 

Here indeed is a revolutionary doctrine 
which must profoundly affect every detail 
of life. Yet Gandhi was advocating no re- 
mote Utopia and in this also he was in the 
line of the saints who, in their greatest 
representatives at least, have always been 
intensely practical men. 

Politically there is not the least doubt 
that it was due to Gandhi that India’s 
achievement of independence was carried 
through without bloodshed. (The mutual 
slaughter of Hindus and Muslim had noth- 
ing to do with the actual winning of iade- 
pendence). That was in itself a magnifi- 
cent achievement, but perhaps from the 


her 


point of view of the Indian masses cther 
aspects of his work were of more 
importance, 

He restored their self-respect which had 
almost vanished under two centuries of 
alien rule, and he taught them to stand on 
their own feet. For he passionately identi- 
fied himself with the afflicted and the ex- 
ploited and lived among them as one of 
them. It was that which gave him his 
immense power, the backing of millions in- 
stead of the few educated. And to the 
exploited he brought new*hope. His pro- 
grammes of social and economic reform will, 
if carried out, transform the face of india 
and raise the standard of living to tn- 
dreamed of heights, while avoiding all the 
worst evils of ruthless industri3lisition and 
mass production. For they mnvpive that de- 
centralisation and regional Jemocrzey which 
are now widely acknowledged to be neces- 
sary if men are not to be maie inte rohvts, 
and his system of Basic Education will pro- 


on seat again. 


duce a society in which agriculture and 
industry, livelihood and learninz, are 
closely integrated and the whole is ¢cn- 


veloped in an atmosphere of tolerance, in- 
ternationalistin and world citizenship. 

In the West it is: his doctrine of non- 
violence which attracts most attention, for 
to many it is the essence of Christian prin- 
ciples applied to a specific problem which 
Jesus did not discuss. The question is 
whether the west can learn this doctrine in 
time to save itself from destruction. 


Thirty-five contributors 


All the above and much more is to be 
found in this joint work of 35 contributors 
(21 Indian, 14 British, American and 
French) which builds up a portrait of a 
spiritual genius who was also a man of un- 
rivalled insight into present day problems 
of all sorts and of a wonderful power of 
finding solutions and of getting them car- 
ried into effect. Yet it is in some respects a 
disappointing book. 

It started as a’ collection of essays‘ on 
various aspects of peace preliminary to the 
pacifist conference now being held in India 
and it was only after Gandhi’s death that it 
became a memorial volume. It suffers from 
this dual purpose and it would have been 
better if the contributors had been fewer 
and the essays longer, each devoted to some 
specific aspect of Gandhi as a man or of his 
doctrines. 

It is regrettable, for instance, that al- 
though his fasts are incidentally referred 
to, there is no detailed study of the real 
significance of this most debated asnect of 
his activities. The book is beautifully 
printed and produced, but it is unfor- 
tunately disfigured by many _ serious 
printer’s errors which ought not to have 
escaped intelligent proof reading. But in 
spite of its blemishes this is a notable and 
valuable tribute to one who was un- 
doubtedly the greatest man of his epoch. 
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much time in his closing years, 


In the centre of the camp, five miles from 
Wardha, amid the gently rolling hills of 
; the Central Provinces, extends the large 
prayer ground which was used by the 
Mahatma and his disciples, and is still the 
scene of their devotions every morning at 
4 a.m. 


Here they began their Christmas Day 
| with an hour of silent spinning.* Only the 
occasional screech of a green parrot inter- 
rupted the gentle whirr which came from 
| the dozens of machines operated by the 


| white robed, dark skinned men and women 
who sat so silently on the dusty earth. 


On different sides of the prayer-ground 
stand the thatched and tiled huts, of bamboo 
and mud, which were occupied by the 
Mahatma and his wife. Gandhi’s hut re- 
mains exactly as it was in his lifetime, 
except that the hard narrow couch on which 
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Fine homes — 


Bees a Japanese house is 
really simple ... if you are a 
Japanese carpenter with Japanese 
know-how. There is only one type 
of construction, timber frame, mud 
walls; and only one way to put them 
together. That is the way ... the 
way it has always been done. If it 
is a city house, where because of fire 
hazards a straw thatch is not per- 
mitted, there is only one roof... tile. 


| All houses have straw matt, or tatami, 
floors, sliding partitions or shoju. The 
kyakuma, or guest room must have a toko- 
noma, or honorable alcove; and there must 
be a bath and a toilet, but these two essen- 
tial features are never combined into the 
same dual purpose bath room we have in 
America, 

This may be because without flush toilets 
the old familiar smell, a poignant memory 
to all of those who grew up with “ orchard 
plumbing ” as I did, is not conducive to 
deliberate and companionate bathing; and 
bathing in Japan is a social, not a sanitary, 
habit; or it may be becautse bathing is a 
lengthy process which might inconvenience 
others. 

A PLACE FOR STREET SHOES 

There must also be a wide genkan, or en- 
trance way, with a step just # high and a 
place to put the street shoes which are 
abandoned at the door; and there must also 
be plenty of storage space for the futon, 
mosquito tents, and other sleeping gear 
which is stored away during the day. 

But if you are an American daikkusan 
without generations of Japanese know-how, 
the building of a Japanese-style house can 
be an embarrassing Chinese puzzle. 


CHRISTMAS 


T Sevagram, the village ashram, 


IN 


where Mahatma Gandhi passed so 
the delegates to the World Pacifist 


Conference spent a Christmas Day which will remain in their memories 
long after more conventional Christmases are forgotten. 


he lay is draped with white muslin, spun 
by Sevagram workers. 


To the right of the couch the books which 
he used still occupy the shelves of his 
small bookease. To the left is the low 
table, oblong shaped and narrow, on which 


he and Rajkumari Amrit Kaur—now 
India’s Minister of Health, but then 
Gandhi’s Secretary—who occupied’ the 
modest compartment next to his own, 


spent four hours each morning opening the 
huge mail which came from all parts of 
the world. No letters lie on that table 
now; it holds only the small brass vessel 
in which the Mahatma burned incense. 


At 8.30 a.m., beneath an Indian sun al- 
ready hot enough even in winter to cause 
discomfort to Western delegates who came 
without hats, the Christmas open-air 
service of worship was held. Hindus, Mos- 


By Floyd Schmoe 
for Hiroshima 


AS a gesture of international friend- 
ship, a party of Americans led by 
Professor Floyd Schmoe of the Amert- 
can FoR, is visiting Japan on a project 
to help build houses for some of the 
innocent victims of the war. The cost 
is contributed by interested Americans 
and the scheme is under the care of the 
Japan Yearly Meeting of Friends. 


1 


We soon found that Japanese houses are 
very much stereotyped even in detail. 
There is no such thing as accurate dimen- 
sion lumber, every log being cut by eye for 
what can be got out of it, and what is 
“ standard” is all out of proportion accord- 
ing to our thinking; but there is a sort of a 
system in that every measurement is a 
multiple of the basic unit. 

This “basic unit’ we have not yet dis- 
covered but for rule-of-thumb it is the straw 
floor matt or tatamt, which is one thing quite 
standard in size but to us, approximately 
three by six feet. 

Two matts make a tsubo. We are build- 
ing two 24 tsubo houses, each with two 
apartments of 12 tsubo each. 

Each apartment consists of two six matt 
tatami rooms for eating, living, and sleep- 
ing, a kitchen, and enclosed entrance way 
with toilet facilities beyond. 

Each house is placed on about 70 tsubo of 
land enclosed by a garden fence. This gives 
each family space for drying poles and a 
tiny kitchen garden. In addition we are 
building a garden for the entire project. 

These are fine homes . . . for Hiroshima, 
far better than most “ middle class ” people, 
even Department Heads of the Municipal 
Government, have; but they would seem 
terribly cramped to an American family. 
If oceupied by an average family of five 
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Vera Brittain 


who, with others attending the 
World Pacifist Meeting, was at 
Mahatma Gandhi’s Ashram at 
Sevagram on Christmas Day. 


lems, Buddhists, and Christians alike took 
part; the prayers and hymns of all four 
religious communities were included, and 
from the authorised version of the Bible 
a British delegate read the story of the 
Nativity. Throughout the service the 
Indian spinners continued to sit patiently 
on the prayer ground, with its scrubby 
fringe of Banyan trees. 

An open-air Christmas lunch of cooked 
vegetables and rice, curd and bananas, was 
served iin the great Goshala, or farm centre, 
to the several hundred members of the 
Sevagram community, which inciuded the 
Conference delegates. 

After this gay and informal gathering 
came a more formal ceremony in the 
grounds of the local headquarters of the 
All India Spinners’ Association, where 
Sevagram village officially received the 
Conference, and listened to the usual Mara- 
thon of from twelve to twenty speeches. 
with the habitual placid enjoyment which 
now seems superhuman to delegates who 
have heard one another talk so often that 
each could predict almost sentence by 
sentence his colleagues addresses. 


A realistic Nativity 


The chef d’oeuvre of the Christmas 
festivities came after supper, when the 
Christian delegates and a few belonging 
| to other faiths returned to the Goshala (of 
which the literal translation is “cow shed”) 
to take part as carol singers, in the 
Nativity Pageant. 

It would hardly be possible, in the modern 
world, to find a setting that came so near 
to the actual scenes of Bethlehem. Joseph 
and Mary entered a real stable, and laid 
their babe in a genuine manger, while the 
shepherds from the highlands of Tibet 
might have been the very shepherds who 
watched the flocks by night nearly 2,000 
years ago. 

Standing amid the sheds of the 40 fine 
white cows which inhahit the Goshala, the 
Christian delegates sang “ Adeste Fideles,” 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem,” “ Hark the 
Herald Angels Sing,” and a dozen other 
favourites as the pageant proceeded. The 
cows, large eyed and serene, looked on im- 
perturably at the foreign invasion. One 
apparently gave birth to a white calf half 
an hour before the symbolic birth of Jesus, 
and stood placidly licking it while the 
Gospel story unfolded. 

From an indigo sky, fleecy with the 
gentle springlike clouds, which India knows 
only in winter, a crescent moon shone 
hardly more bright than the planets Venus 
and Jupiter, which have moved into so close 
a conjunction during the past few weeks. 

In the dim yard, amid the moving animals 
illumined only by oi! lanterns, the singers 
almost believed themselves present at the 
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No Conscription Council. 


two friends, 


please write again. 


Ltd., 3 Blaokstoek Road, N. 


‘No Conscription 
Week’ plans 


cat QO CONSCRIPTION WEEK” 

is to open on Feb, 4 with a 
poster parade through the West End 
of London in which it is hoped that 
at least fifty paraders will take part. 


Volunteers for this pegponstna tions pce 
will be used to draw attention to meetings 
taking place during the “ Week” should 
send their names to one of the co-operating 
organisations listed below. The tota] num- 
ber of names received will be published at 
the top of this column each week. 


Eden Peacock, Hon. Sec., London Branch 
No Conscription Council, 44 Millbank, 
S.W.1. 

Leslie Tarlton, Secretary, London Union, 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, 38 Gordon 
Square, W.C.1. 

Molly Barlex, Hon. Organiser, London 
Area Peace Pledge Union, 219 Croydon 
Road, Beckenham, Kent. 

A special eight-page anti-conscription 
issue of Peace News will appear on Feb 3. 
Contents bills bearing the words “ End 
Conscription Now” will be available on 
request. Orders for extra copies of this 
issue of Peace News should be sent in as 
early as possible . 


During the next three weeks this column 
will carry a progress report on the “ Week,” 
written by Roger Page, Secretary to the No 
Conscription Council. 


THE BIRTH 


“The womb of War will bear the fruit 
of Peace 


And when Peace lives, 
murderous lust 


And all its foes have rolled in blood and 


secure from 


dust, 

The exalted memory shall not lightly 
cease 

Of her whose travail brought this rich 
release. 


Peace is her child! 
fame decrease 


Or, in our shrines, her banners fail to 
wave ?” 


How should her 


So spoke our Prophets, in the years 
gone by. 
But we who, this year, watch the pangs 
of Strife, 
See but one end to her long agony. 
s 


* s 


The child War travails with asks life 


for life. 

Stillborn is Peace, unless War's doomed 
to die 

And be cast forth to her unhonoured 
grave, 


G, M. HORT 


A 
UNIQUE PACIFIST INFORMATION 
SERVICE FOR ONLY [0s. A YEAR 


The Peace News 


Literature Subscription 
Scheme 


You receive each issue of: 


The War Resister 

PPU Journal 

One World 
(Nat. Peace Council’s Bi- 
monthly) 

Peace News Pamphlets 


And all PPU publications, and. the 
latest literature from the Fellowship 
.of Reconciliation, Friends, No Con- 
scription Council, Central Board 
for COs, etc., with Housmans 
“Book News” as issued, and other 
information. 


SEND YOUR SUBSCRIPTION FOR {950 NOW 
to 


Peace News Publications Dept. 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


LETTERS TO 


'/EAST-WEST TRADE 


THE EDITOR 


Pacifists may contest 


MUST BE GOT GOING Arthur Woodburn’s seat 


| PN, Dec. 9, 1949, there is a good 
heading; “Increasing Trade with the 
USSR—A Peacemaking Factor.” I was 
glad to see the ensuing report of a PPU 
meeting at Bristol. The subject of discus- 
sion was the American Friends’ Service 
Committee’s record of their commission’s 
research on relations between the USA and 
USSR, recommending amongst other things 
“ increased trade with Russia (which it was 
claimed would be a peace-making factor not 
only because of goods exchanged but be- 
cause of personal contacts made) and the 
seeking of issues on which agreement be- 
tween the two powers might be reached.” 


Lord Boyd-Orr made the same point in 
his address to the World Union of Peace 
Organisations at the St. Cergue Conference 
in September, when he said that East-West 
trade must be got going, and that this 
might prove to be the best way out of the 
present deadlock. Another high authority 
at the same Conference spoke of the loyal 
co-operation of the USSR in the work of the 
United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe. I believe such men as these to be 
our true world leaders, and am personally 
convinced of the truth they preach. 


In face of the partition of Germany, a 
physical and spiritual organic whole, into 
two halves separated geographically, poli- 
tically and ideologically, the split widening 
with terrifying rapidity, I was dismayed a 
day or two after reading the Peace News 
report quoted above, to see the following 
paragraph in the “Comment” column of 
The Observer (Dec. 11, 1949), all the more 
so because as you say, it has about the 
highest. reputation for seriousness and 
honesty of any national newspaper: 


Germany, like ourselves, must export or 
die. We cannot, from a trading point of 
view, like the prospect of German compe- 
tition in our markets. But from the wider 
political aspects this is infinitely pre- 
ferable to resumed German trade with 
Eastern Europe and the USSR. That 
would curry with it the danger of a 
German-Russian economic partnership, 
which would be a very great danger 
indeed. 


This process of “cutting off our nose to 
spite our face,” may be compatible with 
The Observer's seriousness and_ honesty, 
but it seems to lack its usual intelligence. 


CORDER CATCHPOOL 
London, N.W.3. 


German ‘No’ to war films 
I HAVE recently received a copy of 

“ Neue Illustrierte ’—a Cologne picture 
paper—dated Oct. 6. 1949. 


On the third page, there are three very 
blood-curdling “stills” from the English 
film “Four Feathers,” with very critical 
captions, a summary of the film, and the 
following note:— 


The newly-created German Film Con- 
trol has prohibited the English colour- 
film “Four Feathers” because it seems 
suitable for fostering militaristic and 
imperialistic tendencies. The German 
Censor thereby spoke his first ‘No’ to 
war. 

... The German Fiim Control by his 
‘No’ protects the German cinema public 
from militant patriotism on the screen. 
He does not expect a people who hate war 
fvom the bottom of their souls, to be 
edified by the carnage in the Sudan... 


There is more to the same effect; my 
translation probably errs on the side of 


mildness. 
MABEL SEALY 


“ Cheyneway,” 
West Farm Avenue, 
Ashtead. Surrey. 


Invade the Churches 


TPHERE is much in the letter of Arthur 

’ L. Frith, on the Church's confused 
attitude to war (PN, Nov. 25), with which 
1 would once have agreed. But there is 
another side to the question. In the church 
with which I am most familiar, much work 
for peace is being carried on: such, for 
example as the welcoming of foreign 
students, coloured and atherwise; the send- 
ing of food and clothing to the much bombed 
district of Essen; and the organisation of 
public lectures on such subjects as World 
Government, etc. Yet in spite of a pacifist 
Minister, this work is being carried out 
mainly by non-pacifists. Are they not en- 
titled to wonder in their turn: What hap- 
pens to Christian Pacifists when peace has 
come? How do they seek to spread the 
faith ? 

As Dr. Belden pointed out at the Peace 
Pledge Union’s Steps to Peace Conference 
“The Christian Churches are the largest 
organised body of men in the world; and 
time is short. If all those who claimed ex- 
emption from military service on Christian 
grounds were suddenly to invade the 
Churches, and prove their worth from 
within, much might happen. \ 


OLWEN BATTERSBY 


19 Brookland Rise, 
N.W.11. 


PAL. 4745 By Appointment 


Resident Patients Accepted 


Reg. J. BAILEY 
Osteopath-Naturopath & MSBatea’ Practitioner 
assisted by 
MARIAN E. BAILEY 
Nature-cure—Chiropodist 


89 Arnos Grove, Southgate, N.14 


JT EADING members of the Peace Pledge 


Union in Edinburgh unite in endorsing | 


the ideas expressed by William H. Marwick 
in your issue of Dec. 23, viz., that the Stir- 
iiagshire election will present an exrcelient 
opportunity for a paciifist Scottish 
Nationalist candidate to challenge Arthur 
Woodburn. 


Severa] of them participated in the war- 
time contest there, when Arthur Woodburn 
was successful against the brilliant advo- 
cacy of Andrew Stewart. 


A letter on the same theme occurs over 
the signature of the Pacifist Educatioinalist, 
John M. Aitkenhead, in the National Weekly 
of the same date. 


Harry Gardiner of Edinburgh, a native | 


of Stirlingshire, well known as a Pacifist 
Scottish Nationalist, and a practical and in- 
formed public speaker, is willing to contest 
the seat, if selected. 


_Miss Mary Anderson, MA, will act as pro- 
visional Treasurer and receive contributions 


to the Fund for election deposit and ex- | : y 
| for looking backwards; one is to reca 


penses, at: 


Peace Pledge Union Peace Centre 
44 Frederick Street, Edinburgh. 


All moneys to be returned to senders 
should the contest be dropped. 

The wide and weighty publicity given to 
the “Scottish Covenant” is not without 
significance up here. 

SYBIL W. WHITE 
8 Darnaway Street, 
Edinburgh, 3. 


Run more candidates 
is to be hoped that Frank Hancock’s 


T 

I fine example will be followed by others, 
yet it would be a pity if only Labour candi- 
dates are opposed. There is little to dis- 
tinguish between the foreign policy of the 
Conservatives and Labour, and it ought to 
be made clear that pacifists are not simply 
anti-Labour. I suggest that Mr. Eden and 
Mr. Churchill ought to be challenged. 


If each PPU Area would find the £150 
deposit and run a candidate there would be 
little need to worry about the other ex- 
penses, and what a fine gesture it would be! 

By the way, this spasmodie correspon- 
dence would be much more valuable and 
considerably enlivened if someone would 
attempt to defend the Labour Party’s 
foreign policy. One can only assume that 
from a pacifist point of view there is no 


defence. 
C. E. TRITTON 
Shepherds Corner, 
Ringmer. 


On the air 


R EADERS may like to scour the short- 

wave band for AH India Radio, Delhi, 
which can be received on 21, 31 and 41 
metres, and gives news of the World Paci- 
fist Conference. 

On Christmas Eve there was a lengthy 
broadcast of talks in English, French and 
German by various delegates including 
Heinz Kraschutzki. This and the Swiss 
radio stations must be exceptional in giving 
prominence to news of a real Peace 


Conference. 
R. H. FRANOUX 
25 Dresden Road, 
N.19. 


Ten Years Ago 


From Peace News, January 5, 1940 


“The present war is the outcome of 
those montrous Treaties dictated to the van- 
quished in 1919-20. They left Europe in a 
ferment that has persisted ever since. 


“Now it would appear that we are 
preparing to do something equally vicious 
again. 

“Increasing numbers of people want to 
see the war stopped and peace negotiations 
opened up at once. There is a growing con- 
viction that if hostilities go on the whole 
world will gradually become involved in 
the struggle. 


. . revolt against Hitler... 
evitably be Communist and will command 
the support of Russia.. A gigantic Russo- 
German Communist bloc, stretching from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific will result. An 
entirely new situation will be created, the 
effect of which no man can foretell. 


“ Make no mistake! A three years’ war 
will bring down both this country and 
the whole of Europe in utter economic ruin. 


“T advise every sane citizen to face up 
to that issue and not to be bamboozled by 
the warmongers with slogans about * free- 
dom’ and ‘ democracy.’” 

—Dr, Alfred Salter, MP. 


LONDON AREA CIRCLE 


Peace Pledge Union 


Public Film Show 
THE WORLD IS. RICH 


and 


RIP VAN WINKLE 


Saturday, Jan. 14, 1950, 


at 2.30 p.m. 


| ALLIANCE HALL, Caxton St., Westminster, S.W.I 
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Sybil Morrison’s 


CAMPAIGN | 
COLUMN | 


But his wife looked back from behind 
him and she became a pillar of 8@ 


—Genesis XIX. 2 
ART of the traditional celebly 


tion of a New Year seems tof \ 

what the BBC Question-masters thi O r | d 

“recapitulation.” The result of | 

summarising of the past is usuae}y 

extremely boring, and hardly * 

constructive. 0 
if # 
ach 


Looking backwards is not in_ itsé 
balanced and positive attitude; it is, the 
very difficult to go forward at all, with 
head twisted over the shoulder, simply 
cause the posture leads to blundering h 
tating and ineffective walking. 


In life there are only two good reasoh 


F we were as | 
People of the 
i Making war Ww 
)°d production 
Years.” 


memories which can be held in the MF 
for comfort and strength; the other © 
examine experience in order to learn not Thi 
it and go forward equipped with that ka his was the messi 
ledge for the future. "0 boys and girls 


Merely to look back in regret for iy : Boyd Orr a 
“ micht-have-heen ” is to hecome. like Lote Stminster 
wife, petrified; to worry over the past wh Lerd Boyd Orr 1 
bitter and useless waste of nervous ene, filted more import: 
brain power, and time, unless it leads ethan on a world 


some constructive and effective procera 
in the future. The ills of the world will 

be remedied by regrets; they will on 
remedied when the causes are unders 
and energy is devoted to their removal. 


During the last war, it was frequél 
stated that Germany must be occupled 
the victorious armies, if necessary Pd | 
years or more, to ensure that they 
again make an agpressive war. When 


bay ttangement, he 
y eh 4 been no danger 
oat) There would hat 
Tything that grec 
world could 
“t 25 years,” he der 
Ye brought prospe 
ted peace.” 
yletd Boyd Orr, fc 
eV the Food and Agi 


fists suggested that it would be a very t! : Tati 
pensive way of attempting to secure peas pe United ae 
the answer was that nothing coul be pl Pani} for W ld C 
expensive to attain that end. The persed ek 
who believed this had laoked back, but “is/™8t double food 


shut their eyes to the lesson waiting ded p 
past to be learned, and therefore a the ®-recognised that 
termined to go forward in ignorance onl hc a grave thre 

tte * Only basis of ¥ 
{tal high living s 
ito achieve that h 
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was made to deal with the causes. 
The wrong answer: arms r 
Now it is Russia that is counted A 
aggressor, and some of the New Year meh 
newspapers, notably the Sunday 
looking back, roundly declared that Bligh 
armaments were the only answer | to 4 
aggression of Russia. If they had 10007 
little further back, and been willing t? i ; 
from the experience of history, they woul th 
have remembered that it was also belié ed | 
that German aggression was to be prev@™ ad 
by great armaments, both in the first ao 
the second world wars. Surely the Jes8° fot 
there for all to see—that preparation 
war does not secure peace. «let 
The British Peace Committee S4Y3 aoe 
us make 1950 a year of peace,” but It Ups 


not say how. It is not one year, peat 
8 


d ta ratj 

there can be no peace while nations © ig o% was also s 
behind their frontiers building UP. they ee icture, by Mr. G 
ments and declaring with threats ear wale] ducation. 
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